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DWELLINGUP, BURIED CHEMICALS 

1083. Mr WHITELY to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage:  
Will the minister advise the House of the current state of investigations into buried chemicals in the Dwellingup 
area?  

Dr EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

For some time there has been concern that what have been referred to as rogue chemicals may have been buried 
in the Dwellingup area and in other areas.  It was thought that these chemicals were from a batch of dioxin that 
came into the State between 1969 and 1971.  In response, the Government has recently undertaken a program to 
follow up those concerns and undertake detailed investigations.  That has been occurring at Derby, Karratha, 
Dwellingup and Kwinana.  At Dwellingup, local people and former forestry workers were able to identify the 
sites where they thought the drums were buried.  As a result of that, electromagnetic survey work was carried out 
which revealed four sites on which there were anomalous readings.  The remediation action plan and the 
communications plan were drawn up on the basis of that.  As a result, sites were excavated between 4 and 6 
June.  Four sites were looked at.  At three of the sites scrap metal was found.  Essentially that has been cleared.  
At the fourth site, however, there was a quantity of metal drums.  Twenty-five drums were uncovered, of which 
20 were 200-litre drums.  The good part of the story is that all the drums were intact.  Samples have been taken 
from all the drums and they have all been emptied.  Soil around the drums has been collected.  Initial 
observations suggest that most of the drums contained sump oil.  However, one 20-litre drum had a label 
showing 2,4,5-Trichlorophenol butyl ester.  All the liquid has now been placed in secure storage while we await 
the test results, which will take about another fortnight.  In addition, a large quantity of soil was removed.  That 
is also being securely stored.  When we have the final results, the liquid and the soil will be stored in accordance 
with the regulations. 

There has been concern in the community for some time.  When people came forward and better identified sites, 
we used an innovative, high-technology method for undertaking preliminary work and, following that, we caused 
the excavation to be carried out.  I commend all the people who have been involved for both their precautionary 
and professional approaches to this issue.  I am pleased that at least with the removal of the drums we are 
removing uncertainty.  I look forward to there soon being a clean bill of health at those sites. 
 


